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Post Office Depaetment, 
Washington^ November 30, 1912. 
Oeder No. 6685. 

The accompanying regulations for the conduct of the 
parcel post system shall take effect on January 1, 1913, 
superseding all regulations in conflict therewith. 




Postmaster General. 



DEC 9 1936 



Digitized by 



GoogI( 



PARCEL POST REGULATIONS. 



A general parcel post in the United States is provided for in sec- 
lion 8 of the act of August 24, 1912. 

Section 1. That hereafter fourth class mail matter Foarth-eUii mil mitter de- 

lined. 

shall ombrace all other matter, including farm and 

factory products, not now embraced by law in either 
th(» first, second, or third class, not exceeding eleven 
|M»unds in weight, nor greater in size than seventy-two 
inclu's in length and girth combined, nor in form or 
kind likely to injure the person of any i)OStal employee 
itv damage the mail equiiiment or other mail matter 
and not of a character perishable within a period rea- 
sonably required for transportation and delivery. 

Sec. 2. That for the pun)oses of this section the Units of iret. 
liiitod States and its several Territories and posses- 
sions, excepting the Philippine Islands, shall be di- 
vided into units of area thirty minutes square, iden- 
tical with a quarter of the area formed by the inter- 
secting i)arallels of latitude and meridians of longi- 
tude, representetl on appropriate postal maps or plans, 

and such units of area shall be the basis of eight zones. ' 

|M>slal zones, as follows: 

(a) The first zone shall include all territory within First lone. ; 

such quadrangle, in conjunction with every contiguous 
qimdraugle, representing an area having a mean radial 
distance of ai)proximately fifty miles from the center 
«»f any given unit of area. 

(h) The second zone shall include all units of area second tone. 
«» lit side the first zone lying in whole or in part within 
a radius of apijroximately one hundred and fifty miles 
froiii the center of a given unit of area. 

(c) The third zone shall include all units of area Tliirdione. 
Mill side the second zone lying in whole or in part 
widiin a radius of approximately three hundred miles 
ircnu the center of a given unit of area. 

((/) The fourth zone shall include all units of area Fourth lone. 
outside the third zone lying in whole or in i)art within 
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a radius of approximately six hundred miles from 
the center of a given unit of area. 

Fifth «0Be. (e) The fifth zone shall include all units of area 

outside the fourth zone lying in whole or in part 
within a radius of approximately one thousand miles 
from the center of a given unit of area. 

Sixth zoBe. (/) The sixth zone shall include all units of area 

outside the fifth zone lying in whole or in part within 
a radius of approximately one thousand four hundred 
miles from the center of a given unit of area. 

SeTenthzone. (g) The seventh zone shall include all units of area 

outside the sixth zone lying in whole or in part within 
a radius of approximately one thousand eight hun- 
dred miles from the center of a given unit of area. 

Eighth zone. (h) The eighth zone shall include all units of area 

outside the seventh zone. 

Bites of posUire. gee. 3. That the rate of postage on fourth class 

matter weighing not more than four ounces shall be 
one cent for each ounce or fraction of an ounce; and 
on such matter in excess of four ounces in weight 
the rate shall be by the pound, as hereinafter pro- 
vided (see sec. 7), the postage in all cases to be pre- 
paid by distinctive postage stamps afllxed. (See 
sec. 8.) 

2. That except as provided in the next preceding 
paragraph postage on matter of the fourth class shall 
be prepaid at the following rates : 

(a) On all matter mailed at the post office from 
which a rural route starts, for delivery on such route, 
or mailed at any point on such route for delivery 
at any other point thereon, or at the office from which 
the route starts, or on any rural route starting there- 
from, and on all matter mailed at a city carrier office, 
or at any point within its delivery limits, for delivery 
by carriers from that office, or at any office for local 
delivery, five cents for the first pound or fraction 
of a pound and one cent for each additional pound or 
fraction of a pound. 

(6) For delivery within the first zone, except as 
provided in the next preceding paragraph, five cents 
for the first pound or fraction of a pound and three 
cents for each additional pound or fraction of a 
pound. 

For gecoBd zone. (c) For delivery within the second zone, six cents 

Ht for the first pound or fraction of a pound and four 
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^ents for each additional pound or fraction of a 
pound. 

(d) For delivery within the third zone, seven cents 
for the first pound or fraction of a pound and five 
cents for each additional pound or fraction of a 
I)ound. 

(e) For delivery within the fourth zone, eight cents 
for the first pound or fraction of a pound and six 
cents for each additional pound or fraction of a 
l)ound. 

(/) For delivery within the fifth zone, nine cents 
for the first pound or fraction of a pound and seven 
cents for each additional pound or fraction of a 
pound. 

(g) For delivery within the sixth zone, ten cents 
for the first pound or fraction of a pound and nine 
cents for each additional pound or fraction of a pound. 

{h) For delivery within the seventh zone, eleven 
cents for the first pound or fraction of a pound and 
ten cents for each additional pound or fraction of a 
pound. 

(t) For delivery within the eighth zone and be- 
tween the Philippine Islands and any portion of the 
I'uited States, including the District of Columbia and 
tlie several Territories and possessions, twelve cents 
for the first pound or fraction of a pound and twelve 
cents for each additional pound or fraction of a pound. 

Sec. 4. That the Postmaster General shall provide 
such special equipment, maps, stamps, directories, 
and printed instructions as may be necessary for the 
administration of this section; and for the purposes 
of this section, and to supplement existing appropria- 
tions, including the hiring of teams and drivers, there 
is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of seven 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

2. The classification of articles mailable as well as 
the weight limit, the rates of postage, zone or zones, 
and other conditions of mailability under this act, if 
the Postmaster General shall find on experience that 
they or any of them are such as to prevent the ship- 
ment of articles desirable, or to permanently render 
the cost of the service greater than the receipts of 
the revenue therefrom, he is hereby authorl2ed, sub- 
ject to the consent of the Interstate Commerce Com- 



For third zone. 



For fourth zoae. 



For fifth zone. 



For sixth zone. 



For seyenth zone. 



For elf hth zone. 



Appropriation for ettablish- 
ment of pareel post ■ystem. 



Postmniter General znthor- 
Ized to ro-fonn elMsifleatlon, 
etc. 



Digitized by 



GoogI? 



b PARCEL POST REGULATIONS. 

mission after investigation, to re-form from time to 

time such classification, weight limit, rates, zone or 

zones or conditions, or either, in order to promote 

the service to the public or to insure the receipt of 

revenue from such service adequate to pay the cost 

thereof. 

Indemiilty, ingnrMnee, ud Sec. 5. The Postmaster General shall malie provision 
eolIeetioB on dellTery. ' 

by regulation for the indemnification of shippers, for 

shipment injured or lost, by insurance or otherwise, 

and, when desired, for the collection on delivery of 

the postage and price of the article shipped, fix in j^ 

such charges as may be necessary to pay the cost of 

such additional services. 

BeMdJngtment of compen8ap> 2. The Postmaster General may readjust the coui- 
tion of star-route and screen- 
wagon contractors, pensation of star-route and screen-wagon contractors 

if it should appear that as a result of the parcel post 
system the weight of the mails handled by them has 
been materially increased. Before such readjustment, 
however, a detailed -account must be kept as to the 
amount of business handled by such star-route or 
screen- wagon contractors before and after this section 
becomes effective for such a i>eriod as to clearly dem- 
onstrate the amount of the increase and that such in- 
crease in the weight of the mails was due to tlio 
adoption of the parcel post system. 

Parcel post law effectlye 3. That the establishment of zones and p()stai,'e 
from Jannary 1, 1918. * 

rates of this section shall go into effect Janunry first, 

nineteen hundred and thirteen. 

Seeds, cuttings, bnlbs, etc. Sec. 6. That this act shall not in any way affect the 

postage rate on seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, 

and plants as fixed by section 482 of the Postal Law.s 

and Regulations (edition of 1902). (See sec. 7, 

par. 4.) 

ProTlslon for fnrtiter In- 2. That for the purpose of a further inquiry into 
qnlry Into subject of the gen- 
eral parcel post. the subject of the general parcel post and all relate<l 

subjects a joint committee of six persons (Members 
of Congress), three of whom shall be appointed by the 
President of the Senate and three by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, is constituted, with 
full power to appoint clerks, stenographers, and ex- 
perts to assist them in this work. That the Post- 
master General and the Interstate Commerce Connnis- 
sion shall furnish such data and otherwise render 
such assistance to the said committee as nuiy be 
desired or available. For the purpose of defraying 
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the expenses of this committee the sum (»f twenty- 
five thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of 
the moneys in the Treasui-y not otherwise appropri- 
ated. The committee shall report fully to Congress 
at the earliest date possible. 

3. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with 
the provisions of this section are hereby repealed. 



CoBfllcting lairs repealed. 



RATES OF POSTAGE. 

Sec. 7. Parcels weighing four ounces or less are mail- 
able at the rate of one cent for each ounce or fraction of 
an ounce, regardless of distance. Parcels weighing more 
than four ounces are mailable at the pound rates shown 
in the following table, a fraction of a pound being con- 
sidered a full pound. 



Weight. 


First zone.i 

Localj Zone 
rate. rate. 


Second- 
zone 
rate. 


Third- 
zone 
rate. 


Fourtlj- 
zone 
rate. 


Jifth- 
zone 
rate. 


Sixth- 
zone 
rate. 


Seventh- 
zone 
rate. 


Eighth- 
zone 
rate. 


1 pound 


10.05 '$0.05 


10.06 


10.07 


10.08 


$0.09 


$0.10 


$0.11 


$0.12 


2 pounds.... 


.06 ; .08 


.10 


.12 


.14 


.16 


.19 


.21 


.24 


3 pounds.... 


.07 i .n 


.14 


.17 


.20 


.23 


.28 


.31 


.36 


4 pounds 


.08 • .14 


.18 


.22 


.26 


.30 


.37 


.41 


.48 


5 i>ounds 


.09 .17 


.22 


.27 


.32 


.37 


.46 


.51 


.60 


6 i)ounds 


.10 .20 


.26 


.32 


.38 


.44 


.55 


.61 


.72 


7 pounds.... 


.11 : .23 


.30 


.37 


.44 


.61 


.64 


.71 


.84 


8 Dounds.... 


.12 .26 


.34 


.42 


.60 


.68 


.73 


.81 


.96 


9 pounds.... 


.13 .29 


.38 


.47 


.56 


.65 


.82 


.91 


1.08 


10 pounds... 


.14 .32 


.42 


.52 


.62 


.72 


.91 


1.01 


1.20 


n pounds... 


.16 .36 


.46 


.57 


.68 


.79 


1.00 


1.11 


1.32 



» For a full explanation of rates of postage in the first zone, see seo. 3, par. 2, o and b. 
For rates of postage on parcels containing two or more classes of mail matter, see sec- 
12, par. 3. 

2. The parcel post rale between any point in the United ^^J*® i^mJS^ 
States and any point in the Hawaiian Islands, the United li"/,'***'^'**"" 
States Postal Agency at Shanghai, and any point in 
Alaska, and between any two points in Alaska, except 
for parcels weighing four ounces or less, on which the 
rate is one cent for each ounce or fraction thereof, shall 
be twelve cents for the first pound and twelve cents for 
each additional pound or fraction thereof. These rates cimi zone, 
also apply to parcels mailed in the United States for de- 
livery in the Canal Zone, and to parcels between the 
Philippine Islands and any portion of the United States, .„5?."*'***"^ ^'^' 
inclwiing the District of Columbia and the several Ter-^ , 

ritories and possessions. (See sec. 3, par. 2 (i).) Digitized by LjOOgle 



8 PARCEL POST REGULATIONS. 

adf "** MeSio' ^' "^^^ eighth zone rate of postage, except on parcels 
^"buc o"^ PanI ^^igl^iiig ^ ^UF ounces OF less, on which the rate shall be as 
ama. prescribed in section 3, shall apply to all parcels of fourth 

class matter mailed in the United States for delivery in 
Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and the Kepublic of Panama: 
Exception. Provided (a). That as prescribed by existing special 
postal conventions with these countries such parcels shall 
not exceed two kilograms (4 lbs., 6 ozs.) in weight, and 
(b) that nothing in this section shall affect the dispatch 
of parcel post packages to Mexico and the Republic of 
Panama up to eleven pounds (5 kilograms) in weight 
under the existing parcel post conventions with these 
countries, 
for^'seeds cSS *' Seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and plants are 
tings, bniis, etc. matter of the fourth class, notwithstanding that a special 
rate of postage (one cent for each two ounces or fraction 
thereof regardless of distance) applies thereto. The 
limit of weight is increased to eleven pounds by the par- 
cel post law (see sec. 1), but no other change is made. 
Cut flowers, 5. Cut flowers, dried plants, and botanical specimens 
not susceptible of propagation are transmissible at parcel 
post rates. 
Samples of 6. Samples of wheat or other grain in its natural con- 
taMe"/etc.^***' dition, potatocs, beans, peas, chestnuts, acorns, etc., when 
intended for planting must be prepaid at the special rate 
of postage prescribed in paragraph 4, but when intended 
to be used as food the parcel post rates apply. 

DISTINCTIVE STAMPS. 

Distinctire Scc. 8. The law requires that on and after January 1, 
08^.'^ "*"* * 1913, the postage on all matter of the fourth class must be 

prepaid by distinctive parcel post stamps aflBxed (see sec. 

3). Postmasters can not receive for mailing parcels that 

do not bear such stamps, 
mttur oV^other ^' Parcel post stamps are not valid for the payment of 
eiasiea. postage on matter of the first, second, and third classes, 

aivi, when used for that purpose, the matter to which 

they are affixed shall be treated as " Held for postage^" 

as prescribed in section 9. 

INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID MATTER. 

du*unVtiY*e ^^^* ^* When parcels bearing ordinary postage stamps 

lUmps. are presented for mailing, the senders shall be required 

to affix parcel post stamps before the matter if^/<S^f A- 
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When a parcel bears ordinary postage stamps, or the 

postage is otherwise insufficiently prepaid, and the sender 

can not be located, the matter shall be treated as unpaid 

or insufficiently prepaid, fharked " Held for postage," and 

the addressee notified immediately on Form 3548a (except 

as provided in sec. 38). Such matter shall be held not 

longer than two weeks, unless the office of address is so 

remote that th^ postage could not be received from the 

addressee within that time. If the required postage is^^J^^»*»eiit^if 

received, parcel post stamps of the value thereof shall be posuge. 

affixed to the matter in such manner as to cover a part of 

the words " Held for postage " and the parcel dispatched. 

2. When the sender of any insufficiently prepaid matter geqlentiy * pays 
pays the postage, after dispatch of notice to the addressee, P<>8t*»«* 
such matter shall be indorsed " Postage subsequently paid 

by sender," the stamps affixed, and the matter dispatched. 

3. When the required postage is not received from the „^t ^pJJJJJJJ® ** 
addressee within the time specified, the matter shall be 

marked " Unclaimed " and sent to the Division of Dead 
Letters. 

WHERE MAILABLE. 

Sec. 10. Parcels must be mailed at a post office, branch ^^^^^ J »^^«^ *>' 
post office, named or lettered station, or such numbered 
stations as may be designated by the postmaster, or de- 
livered to a rural or other carrier duly authorized to re- 
ceive such matter. 

2. Parcels collected on star routes must be deposited in , Parcels eoi- 

. . '^ leeted on sttr 

the next post office at which the carrier arrives and post- routes, 
age charged at the rate from that office. 

PREPARATION FOR MAILING. 

Sec. 11. Parcels must be prepared for mailing in such ^^ ^ xa »*j J«t^«n 
maimer that the contents can be easily examined. (See 
sees. 19 to 37, inclusive.) 

2. A parcel must not be accepted for mailing ^i^l^ss ^^Mo^st^^^^eir 
it bears the name and address of the sender preceded by 

the word " From." 

3. In addition to the name and address of the sender, .F.?.*^"**"**^* 
which is required, it is permissible to write or print on the 
covering of a parcel, or on a tag or label attached to it, the 
occupation of the sender, and to indicate in a small space 

by means of marks, letters, numbers, names or other brief 
description, the character of the parcel, but ample space 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 
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must be left on the address side for the full address in 
legible characters and for the necessary postage stamps. 
Inscriptions such as " Merry Christmas," " Please do not 
open until Christmas," " Happ'^^ Xew Year," " With best 
wishes," and the like, may be placed on the covering of 
the parcel in such manner as not to interfere with the 
address. 

EXAMINATION OF PARCELS. 

Sec. 12. Postmasters must examine parcels when pre- 
sented for mailing to ascertain that the postage is fully 
prepaid. 
ag2Mr^*iHsi?e^ ^- When any parcel offered for mailing is sealed or 
tion, etc. otherwise closed against inspection, or contains or bears 

writing not permissible, it is subject to postage at the first 
class rate and shall be treated as first class matter (except 
. as provided in sees. 26 and 32). If such a parcel exceeds 
four pounds in weight it is unmailable. 
tafnrn^g^ two '^- ^^ parcel containing two or more classes of mail 
ciisses of mat- matter is chargeable with postage at the rate applicable 
to the highest class of matter inclosed. A parcel com- 
posed of two articles, one being matter of the third class 
and the other matter of the fourth class, is chargeable 
with postage at the fourth class rate when such postage 
is equal to or greater than that which would be charge- 
able if the third class rate were applicable. However, 
when the postage on a parcel containing both third and 
fourth class matter amounts to more at the third class 
than at the fourth class rate, owing to the graduated zone 
rates, the parcel must be charged with postage at the 
third class rate (one cent for each two ounces or fraction 
of two ounces), and in such case the parcel must not ex- 
ceed four pounds in weight, unless it is a single book. 
Reports of Scc. 13. When the postmaster at the office of mailing is 
flee of mailing, satisfied that the sender of a parcel has knowingly con- 
cealed matter of a higher class therein, he must report 
the case to the Third Assistant Postmaster General, giv- 
ing all the circumstances, including the name of the 
sender, if known, the name of the addressee, the office and 
date of mailing, an.d a description of the parcel and of the 
matter concealed therein, 
ft office of 2. When the postmaster at the office of address is satis- 

address. - . i • i 

fied that matter of a higher class has been knowingly con- 
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cealed in a parcel, he shall deliver the parcel to the ad- 
dressee on payment of the proper postage and report the 
facts to the Third Assistant Postmaster General. If the 
prf)per postage is not paid, the parcel shall be retained 
by the postmaster to be used as evidence, and he should 
\h'. able to establish its identity. 

Sec. 14. Postmasters at oflBces of address shall examine short-piidptr- 
incoming parcels, and if any are found subject to postage 
in excess of the amount prepaid thereon, shall charge 
them with the deficient postage and collect it on delivery. 
Tf the addressee objects to the payment of the additional 
postage he may deposit the amount with the postmaster, 
who shall give a receipt therefor and submit to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster General a full statement of the 
facts. Should it be held that the parcel was prepaid at 
the proper rate, the postmaster will be directed to refund 
the deposit. If the parcel is not withdrawn by either the 
sender or addressee within thirty days, the postmaster 
shall report the facts to the Fourth Assistant Post- 
master General (Division of Dead Letters) and await 
instructions. 

LIMIT OF WEIGHT AND SIZE. 

Sec. 15. If a parcel exceeds eleven pounds in weight or • 
is greater in size than seventy-two inches in length and 
girth combined, it must be refused, no matter huw small 
the excess may be in either case. (See sec. 1.) 

2. The law prescribes that a package to be admitted to si«e. 
the parcel post shall not exceed seventy-two inches in 
combined length and girth. In measuring the length the^^How meMi* 
greatest distance in a straight line between the two ends 
of the parcel shall be taken, while the girth is the actual 
measurement by a tape encircling the parcel at its thick- 
est part. 

UN MAILABLE 3IATTER. 

Sec. 16. The following matter is declared nonmailable 
by law (see sees. 211, 212, and 217 of the Criminal Code 
of the United States approved March 4, 1909) : 

1. Matter manifestly obscene, lewd, or lascivious; ^I'ti- j^^j^jjJJ^^«7«'» 
cles intended for preventing conception or for procuring 
abortion; articles intended for indecent or immoral pur- 
poses; all matter otherwise mailable by law. the outside 
cover or wrapper of which bears any delineations or Ian- scurriioas, 
giiage of a libelous, scnrrilons, defamatory, or threaten- famaUrjN eW. 
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ing character. All such matter, when deposited in a 
post office or found in the mails, shall be withdrawn 
and sent to the Division of Dead Letters, with a state- 
Treatment by ment of the facts. Postmasters must not give opinions 
as to the mailability of any matter mentioned above, but 
must submit all such questions to the Assistant Attorney 
General for the Post Office Department, 
intoxicintg. 2. Spirituous, vinous, malted, fermented, or other 
intoxicating liquors of any kind ; poisons of every kind. 
Poisons. and articles and compositions containing poison (except 
as prescribed in sec. 19) ; poisonous animals, insects, 
iniiimmabie and reptiles; explosives of every kind; inflammable ma- 
terials (which are held to include matches, kerosene oil, 
gasoline, naphtha, benzine, turpentine, denatured alco- 
hol, etc.) ; infernal machines, and mechanical, chemical, 
or other devices or compositions Avhich may ignite or 
explode; disease germs or scabs (except as prescribed in 
sec. 3G) ; and other natural or artificial articles, compo- 
sitions, or materials of whatever kind which may kill, 
or in any wise injure another or damage the mail or 
other property. 
^^Animii8,bird8, Scc. 17. Live or dead (and not stuffed) animals, birds, 
or poultry (except as prescribed in sees. 29 and 34) ; 
raw hides or pelts, guano, or any article having a bad 
odor shall not be admitted to the mails. 
Treitment bj gcc. 18. All matter excluded from the mails by para- 
graph 2 of section 16 and by section 17, when deposited 
in a post office or found in the mails, shall be treated as 
prescribed in section 41. 

PACKING OF PARCELS. 

•dmttted.' "**" ^^^* ^^' Medicines composed wholly or in part of poison 
or poisons, and anesthetic agents which are not out- 
wardly or of their own force dangerous or injurious to 
life, health, or property, and not in themselves unmail- 
able (see sec. 16), when packed as prescribed in sections 
21, 22, and 23, and the package bears the name and ad- 
dress of the manufacturer of or dealer in the article 
mailed, may be transmitted in the domestic mails from 
the manufacturer thereof or dealer therein to licensed 
physicians, surgeons, pharmacists, and dentists. 
to^SttgVmin Sec. 20. Admissible articles which, from their form or 
piojewu*" *^"*' nature, might damage other mail matter or equipment, 
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or injure the person of any postal employee, may be 
mailed when packed in accordance with the following 
conditions : 

2. When not liquid or liquefiable, they must be placed „efijliie! "** "*' 
in a bag, box, or removable envelope, or wrapping, made 

of paper, cloth, parchment, or similar material, and in- 
closed in a box or tube of metal or wood, with a sliding, 
clasp, or screw lid. 

3. In case of such articles liable to break, the inner ^'**" fngiie. 
bag, box, envelope, or wrapping must be surrounded by 
sawdust, excelsior, cotton, or other similar substance. 

Sec. 21. Admissible liquids and oils, in packages not^,^***^*/ f^ 
exceeding eleven pounds in weight, will be accepted f or ***''^*'y* 
mailing when intended for delivery at the office of mail- 
ing or on a rural route starting therefrom, when inclosed 
in a glass or metal container, securely closed and heavily 
wrapped, provided it is not necessary to transport them 
over steam or electric railways. 

Sec. 22. Admissible liquids and oils, pastes, salves, or For lU tones, 
other articles easily liquefiable, will be accepted for mail- 
ing regardless of distance when they conform to the fol- 
lowing conditions: 

2. When in glass bottles, the quantity must not exceed n^^^Jj" *■ *^"" 
twelve ounces, liquid measure. The bottle must be very 

strong and must be inclosed in a block or tube of metal, 
wood, papier-mache, or similar material ; and there must 
be provided between the bottle and the block or tube 
a cushion of cotton, felt, or other absorbent. The block 
or tube, if of wood, must be at least three-sixteenths of 
an inch thick in its thinnest part; if of papier-mach6 
or similar material, it must be at least one-eighth of 
an inch thick for bottles holding two ounces or less, and 
at least five thirty-seconds of an inch thick for bottles 
holding more than two ounces. The block or tube must 
be rendered water-tight by an application of paraffine or 
other suitable substance. 

3. When in a metal container, the weight of the parcel when in • 

' *=* . ^ meUl container. 

must not exceed eleven pounds. The container must be 
hermetically sealed and inclosed in a strong box, and 
securely wrapped. 

Sec. 23. Pastes, salves, etc., not easily liquefiable, will ^i^^*^i "ijjilj 
be accepted for mailing when inclosed in water-tight "fl"****'** 
metal containers and placed in a strong pasteboard or 
wooden box and securely wrapped. 
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Articles 

^■•BtltlM. 



in 



Sharp lMtra< 
vents, etc. 



Seeds* etc. 



Fowders. 



Sec. 24. Manufacturers or dealers intending to trans- 
mit articles in considerable quantities should submit to 
the postmaster at the mailing oflSce for approval a speci- 
men parcel, showing the manner of packing. 

Sec. 26. When sharp pointed instruments are offered 
for mailing, the points must be capped or encased, so that 
they can not cut through their covering. Blades must 
be bound so that they will remain firmly attached to eacli 
other or Avithin their handles or sockets. 

Sec. 26. Seeds and other admissible articles, which are 
liable from their form or nature to loss or damage un- 
less specially protected, may be put up in sealed en- 
velopes of material sufficiently transparent to show the 
contents clearly without opening. 

Sec. 27. Ink powders, pepper, snuff, or other similar 
powders, not explosive, or any similar pulverized dry 
substance, not poisonous, may be sent in the mails when 
inclosed in the manner prescribed herein for liquids (see 
sec. 22), or when inclosed in cases made of metal, wood,^ 
papier-mache, or similar material, in such manner as to 
render impossible the escape of any of the contents. 

Sec. 28. Flour of all kinds must be put up in such man- 
ner as to prevent the package breaking or cracking or the 
flour being scattered in the mails. 

Sec. 29. Queen bees, live insects, and dried reptiles may 
be mailed in accordance with the instructions of the 
Department of Agriculture as promulgated by the Post 
Office Department under order number 6242, of May 
4, 1912. 
Nnrscry stock, Scc. 30. Sccds of fruit, nurscry stock, and all other 
plant products for propagation, may be mailed in accord- 
ance w^ith the instructions of the Department of Agricul- 
ture as promulgated by Post Office Department orders, 
number 6313, of May 29, 1912 ; number 6655, of November 
16, 1912; and number 6674, of November 27, 1912. 
soa^*8?%**^*^' ^®^* 3^* Candies, confectionery, yeast cakes, soap in 
hard cakes, etc., must be inclosed in boxes and so wrapped 
as to prevent injury to other mail matter. 

Sec. 32. Sealed original packages of proprietary arti- 
cles, such as soaps, tobacco, pills, tablets, etc., put .up in 
fixed (juantities by the manufacturer, and not in them- 
selves unmailable, will be accepted for mailing when 
properly wrapped. 



Flour. 



Queen bees. 



Original pack< 
ages of propri' 
etary articles. 
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Sec. 33. Fragile articles, such as millinery, toys, musical ticU8*miiuii*ry' 
instruments, etc., and articles consisting wholly or in part tJJIi/etel*^ ^^^ 
of glass,. or contained in glass, must be securely packed 
and the parcel stamped or labeled " FRAGILE." Par- 
cels so labeled must be handled with the greatest possible 
care. 

Sec. 34. Parcels containing perishable articles must be j,^^*y**^*^^* "• 
marked "PERISHABLE." Articles likely to spoil 
within the time reasonably required for transportation 
and delivery must not be accepted for mailing. (See 
sec. 1.) 

2. Butter, lard, and perishable articles such as fish,„ ®J*J^'' ,y*5j' 
fresh meats, dressed fowls, vegetables, fruits, berries, and S^iVcrj?' ^ 
articles of a similar nature which decay quickly, when so 

packed or wrapped as to prevent damage to other mail 
matter, will be accepted for local delivery (see sec. 3, par. 
2a), either at the office of mailing or on any rural route 
starting therefrom. When inclosed in an inner cover and ^^^ «"* *<>"•• 
a strong outer cover of wood, metal, heavy corrugated 
pasteboard, or other suitable material, and w^rapped so 
that nothing can escape from the package, they will be 
accepted for mailing to all offices within the first zone. 

3. Batter, lard, or any admissible greasy or oily sub- For other wnes. 
stance, when intended for delivery at offices beyond the 

first zone must be packed in accordance with section 22. 

4. Vegetables and fruits Avhich do not decay quickly ^^jj^tyWej and 
will be acepted for mailing to any zone if packed so as to ■^•Jt^^ d e e t j 
prevent damage to other mail matter. 

5. Eggs will be accepted for local delivery (see sec. 3, j^jfJJJL'®' ^®^* 
par. 2a) when so packed in a basket or other container 

as to prevent damage to other mail matter. 

6. Eggs will be accepted for mailing regardless of *'®' *" ***"**• 
distance when each egg is wrapped separately and 
surrounded Avith excelsior, cotton, or other suitable 
material, and packed in a container made of double cor- 
rugated pasteboard, metal, Avood, or other suitable ma- 
terial in such manner as to place each egg on its end and 

to prevent them from striking together or against the 
side or top of the container, with an outer cover of double 
corrugated pasteboard, metal, wood, or other suitable ma- 
terial, and wrapped so that nothing can escape from the 
package. All such parcels must be labeled " EGGS." 
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Cired meats 
and meat prod- 
oets. 



Fresh meat. 



Diseaged 
sues, etc. 



tl8- 



Sec. 36. Salted, dried, smoked, or cured meats and 
other meat products may be admitted to the mails and 
may be transported, regardless of distance, from one 
State or Territory or the District of Columbia to another 
State or Territory or the District of Columbia when the 
provisions of the act of June 30, 1906, and the regulations 
promulgated thereunder by the Department of Agricul- 
ture, have been complied with; provided, however, that 
fresh meat in any form may be transported only within 
the first zone. (See sec. 34.) 

Sec. 36. Specimens of dried blood or of diseased tissues 
or communicable diseases, cultures and tubercular sputum 
may be mailed in accordance with instructions of the 
Treasury Department (Bureau of Public Health and 
Marine-Hospital Service), as promulgated by the Post 
Office Department under Order No. 3064, of April 22, 
1910. 

PARCELS IMPROPERLY PACKED. 
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Sec. 37. Postmasters must refuse to receive for mailing 
parcels not properly indorsed, or packed for safe ship- 
ment. 



I p 



naid^Bd^ i^ ^^^* ^^* When matter on which the postage is wholly 



■■paid 

*iSr*2itter*Sr ^^P^^^ ^^ insufficiently prepaid is deposited at any free- 
locai deiiTery. delivery post office for local delivery and the sender is 
unknown, notice of detention (Form 3548a) need not be 
sent, but such matter shall be delivered to the addressee 
by the carrier, and the deficient postage collected by 
means of parcel post postage-due stamps affixed. If the 
addressee refuses to pay the postage, the matter shall 
be sent to the Division of Dead Letters. (See sec. 55). 
Sec. 39. The following matter, when it can not be re- 



" Held for 



PMtafe,*' Misdi- 

ad^Msed^^mii^ tumcd to the Sender, shall be sent from the office of mail- 
maiiiBf Office. ^ ing to the Division of Dead Letters: " Held for postage " 
matter on which the addressee refuses to pay the postage ; 
misdirected and illegibly addressed matter which can 
not be dispatched to the addressee ; matter which exceeds 
the limit of weight or size prescribed by law (see sec. 
15) ; and all matter so mutilated or damaged that it can 
not be forwarded to its destination. Perishable matter 
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must not be sent to the Division of Dead Letters (see 
sec. 47, par. 3). 

Sec. 40. When a parcel obviously misdirected is re- ^^Forwirdiig^f 
ceived at the office of mailing and the correct address is "•♦•d pareeis. 
later supplied by the sender, credit should be allowed 
for the amount of postage affixed. If the sender is un- 
known and the matter is fully prepaid, the correct ad- 
dress may be supplied and the parcel forwarded. 

Sec. 41. When any article of destructive mail matter ^^g^Jj^^J^^^^^f 
(see sees. 16 and 17) is deposited in the i^ost office, or**'* 
is received for forwarding, the postmaster must not 
send it to the Division of Dead Letters, but notify the 
sender that it can not be transported by mail. If the 
sender is not known, the postmaster shall notify the 
addressee. If, at the expiration of thirty days, it has not 
been withdrawn, the postmaster shall report the facts 
to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General (Division 
of Dead Letters) and await instructions. 

Sec. 42. Parcels on Avhich the postage is not prepaid, j^^^^w^-^^jj 
or is insufficiently paid, which are inadvertently dis- 1^^^^^ *■ *""" 
patched, must not be stopped in transit or rated up at 
intermediate offices. 

Sec. 43. All parcel post matter liable to damage other niatter^iJJ|,ig Jj 
mail or injure the person of any postal employee, orjgjj;^ ^^ *•■ 
which is in excess of the prescribed weight or size, which gi^ThJ woiSt or 
by inadvertence reaches the office of address, shall be"'*** 
delivered, provided the addressee shall furnish the name 
and address of the sender. If the addressee refuses to 
give the required information, the postmaster shall hold 
the package subject to the order of the Postmaster 
General. 

2. When any matter is delivered under the provisions ^^^i^*?**®" Ji 
of this section, the postmaster shall make report thereof •s^^ ^^^ ^ 
to the First Assistant Postmaster General, giving the date postmaster, 
and office of mailing. Deficient postage on parcels in 
excess of the prescribed weight must be collected by 
affixing the proper amount in parcel post postage-due 
stamps. 

Sec. 44. Postmasters must not affix parcel post postage- gJJJ^**JK'*^ 
due stamps to part paid or unpaid matter until the de- ^ tfflxwi. 
livery thereof can be eflPected. Such stamps must not be 
affixed to matter forwarded by request of the addressee, 
returned to writer, or sent to the Division of Dead 
Letters. 
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18 PARCEL POST REGULATIOXS. 

of^Ufr-'Ine ^- When postmasters have no parcel post postage-due 
hSStd. **' stamps on hand they must collect the amount of postage 
due, and as soon as they obtain such stamps an amount 
equal to the postage collected must be affixed to a sheet 
of paper, canceled, and forwarded to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster General with a statement of the facts. 
pesUf e **°*ii S^^* *5* I^ouble rate of postage will be charged on par- 
ehurgel. ^^jg reaching their destination with only ordinary, special- 

delivery, postage-due, or registry stamps affixed, or with- 
out evidence of any prepayment of postage. In such cases 
the office of mailing should be reported to the First 
Assistant Postmaster General, 
be^irged?* ** ^* ^^^^1^ ^^ is apparent from the wrapper that a stamp 
has been affixed and has been wholly or partially de- 
tached, the postmaster may assume the postage to have 
been prepaid. 

FORWARDING OF PARCELS. 

postw!***"*^ Sec. 46. Parcels may be remailed or forwarded on 
the payment of additional postage at the rate which 
would be chargeable if they were originally mailed at the 
forwarding office, in which case the necessary stamps 
shall be affixed by the forwarding postmaster. Payment 
must be made every time the parcel is forwarded. 

TREATMENT OF UNDELIVERABLE PARCELS. 

Perisiiabie gee. 47. Perishable matter shall be delivered as 

matter when of- . , 

fensire. promptly as possible, but if such matter can not be deliv- 

ered and becomes offensive and injurious to health, post- 
masters may destroy it, or the injurious or offensive por- 
tion thereof. 

feiSte!' ''** *'' ^* Undeliverable perishable matter which in its nature 
does not become offensive or injurious to health may be 
delivered by postmasters to the proper local municipal 
authority to be distributed to hospitals, asylums, or other 
charitable .or reformatory institutions. If there is no 
such municipal authority, the matter may be delivered to 
any charitable institution or organization making appli- 
cation therefor. If no application is made, the matter 
shall be destroyed at the expiration of two weeks. 

ktpu^^^ ***** 3. Postmasters must keep a record of the disposition 
made of all undeliverable perishable matter. Under no 
circumstances shall such matter be sent to the Division 
of Dead Letters. 
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Sec. 48. Undeliverable samples of merchandise, or arti- meffhiJdige. *' 
cles of like character having no salable value, must 
not be sent to the Division of Dead Letters but shall 
Im.' destroyed and a suitable record kept thereof. 

Sec. 49. When a parcel obviously of value is undeliver- pJcJiL" * *^'* 
able, the postmaster must notify the sender by card notice 
(Form 3r)40a) and give him an opportunity to furnish the 
return postage, or to withdraw the parcel from the mails 
(either himself or through some person authorized by 
him), on payment of one cent postage for each card notice 
sent him. The stamps representing such postage must be 
affixed to the parcel. 

2. ( )ne notice on Form 3540a may be used to cover sev- Bnik notice, 
era) undeliverable parcels of value from the same sender, 

and the form should be suitably altered to show that it is 

for a number of parcels. When the sender or some per- withdniwti »t 

son authorized by him desires to withdraw such parcels, 

they must be simultaneously withdraAvn. 

3. AVhen return postage is furnished, the postmaster -^twnpg to be 
must affix the proper amount to each parcel, make the 
necessary change in address, and return them promptly. 

4. ITnder the provisions of the preceding paragraph At office of 
l)arcels addressed for local delivery must not be returned 

to the sender by city carrier or by rural carrier without p,^|**J![^ **^ 
another prepayment of postage on each piece at the rate 
chargeable thereon when originally mailed. 

Sec. 60. When a parcel of value remains undelivered fcowi»**ii»dem- 
\\i a post office, the postmaster shall notify the sender, JJ*JJJ^^ parcels 
if his address is known, and hold such parcel not longer 
than two weeks, unless the office of mailing is so remote 
that a response could not be received within that time. 

Sec. 61. Undeliverable parcels (" nixies") received at a ^uies. 
terminal office from railway postal clerks must be treated 
as prescribed in sections 48, 49, or 50. 

Sec. 62. On every undeliverable parcel must be indorsed ^^Jjj^,\^y ^\l 
or stamped the reason for nondelivery. When no other «>• shown, 
reason can be ascertained, the parcel Avill be indorsed 
'' Unclaimed." In indorsing or stamping a parcel the 
original address or postmark must not l)e obscured. 

CHANGES IN ADDRESS. 

Sec. 63. Postmasters and postal employees must not 
i'hange the address on parcels except as provided in sec- 
tions 40 and 46. 
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20 PARCEL POST REGULATIONS. 

RETURNS TO DIVISION OF DEAD LETTERS. 

parcetaT*"*^^* Sec. 64. At post offices of the first class daily, and at 
all other post offices weekly, returns must be made to the 
Division of Dead Letters of all unmailable parcels de- 
posited therein, unless other disposition thereof is di- 
rected. Such matter must not be advertised. Unmail- 
able parcels must not be sent to the Division of Dead 
Letters with returns of unclaimed parcels. 
To be listed. 2. Each return of unmailable parcels must be accom- 
panied by a list on Form 1522, the full name and ad- 
dress on each parcel to be given as nearly as possible, and 
every piece and the entry thereof numbered to correspond. 
When a parcel is without address it should be numbered 
and a description given. 

sendiiig!'' '**' 3. Every unmailable parcel sent to the Division of 
Dead Letters must have plainly written or stamped on 
it the specific reason therefor and bear the name of the 
post office and the date on which it is sent, care being 
taken in indorsing or stamping such parcels not to de- 
face the original postmark or address. 

4. Duplicates of all lists and statements must be re- 
tained by postmasters. 

led." ** *^"**" Sec. 66. Parcels sent to the Division of Dead Letters 
from the post office of address will be classified as " Un- 
claimed," "Refused," "Fictitious," "Illegible," "Hotel," 
"Obscene and scurrilous," and "Matter found loose in 
the mails." 
Betuni of ub- Scc. 66. Undeliverable parcels may be advertised either 

dellTerable »d- , ,. . . i . f-, ■, , , i 

rerused parcels, by publication. Without expense to the department, or by 
At fourth euws posting a list in the post office, and will be held at offices 

of the fourth class for one month and at all other offices 

for two weeks after date of advertisement, and then, if 

undelivered, will be sent to the Division of Dead Letters 
ices* ^^^^^ *'" fr^^ P^^ offices of the fourth class monthly, and from 

other offices weekly, properly listed on Form 1522 or 

1522i. 
pSmiJT*"^" ®' 2. Parcels will be held in the Division of Dead I^etters 

for one year, after which no claim for reclamation will 

be considered. 
Postage OB 3. A parcel returned to the sender from the Division 

parcels returned ^ ^ ,\^ , , , . . , . i i i 

to senders. of Dead Letters must be charged with postage at the zone 
rate. 
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Sec. 67. Every parcel forwarded to the Division of Postmarking. 
Dead Letters should be postmarked or stamped with the 
name of the post office and the date when forwarded. 

Sec. 68. In returning parcels to the Division of Dead„g^^["* *® *** 

Letters postmasters at offices of the fourth class will use 

(lead-letter bills (Form 1523) printed on white paper; 

tliose at free-delivery offices the special form printed on 

blue paper ; and those at all other offices the forms printed 

on yellow paper. 

Sec. 69. Hotel and fictitious matter must be entered on ..^po**^ •"? Pe- 
titions matter. 

a list (Form 1522^) and sent to the Division of Dead Let- 
ters in a separate bundle. When it is too bulky to be tied 
in a single bundle a pouch must be used. 

Sec. 60. Postmasters in the Territory of Hawaii will p^Jy^Hawaii and 
transmit to the postmaster at Honolulu, and postmasters 
in Porto Rico to the postmaster at San Juan, all matter 
and reports required by these regulations to be sent to the 
Division of Dead Letters. 

ARTICLES FOUND LOOSE IN THE MAILS. 

Sec. 61. Postmasters of cities having division head- ^Jf^®^^^"* Jj 
(juarters of the Railway Mail Service shall retain for JJl^S^w, ra?i'. 
three months articles of value found loose in the mails, JJJ^ ■***^ **'^' 
when unclaimed, and shall keep a complete record of 
them for purposes of identification. They are authorized 
to deliver such matter to the proper claimants, and to 
take receipts therefor on blanks provided for the pur- 
pose, making detailed weekly reports to the Division of 
Dead Letters. They shall make every effort to identify 
such articles with losses, and, if possible, to deliver 
them to the owners. After three months unclaimed arti- 
cles must be forwarded to the Division of Dead Letters, 
each article being inclosed in a separate envelope or 
wrapper, indorsed with a full description and a state- 
ment of when and where found. The parcels must be 
numbered and described on Form 1522 or 1522^. Loose 
money and postage stamps must be separately forwarded 
by registered mail to the Division of Dead Letters, and 
not inclosed with fourth-class matter. 

2. Postmasters at places not having division head-^^^^* •*''•' ®'" 
quarters of the Railway Mail Service on receiving money 
or other articles found loose iti the mails shall forward 
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them Aveekly to the Division of Dead Letters in the man- 
ner prescribed in the preceding paragraph. 

INSURANCE ON PARCELS. 

^^jndemiiityiBd Scc. 62. A mailable parcel on which the postage is fully 
prepaid may be insured against loss in an amount equiva- 
lent to its actual value, but not to exceed $50, on pay- 
ment of a fee of ten cents in parcel post stamps, such 
stamps to be affixed. 

teipt."**'* "' ^* When a parcel is insured, the sender will be given a 
receipt showing the office and date of mailing and num- 
ber of the parcel. The parcel should be numbered to cor- 
respond with the receipt, stamped " INSURED," and an 

parcel!*™*"* *' insurance tag securely attached. It will then be treated 
as ordinary mail until it reaches the office of address, 
when it must be delivered to the addressee or, unless 
otherwise directed by the addressee, to the person, firm, 
or corporation in whose care it is addressed, or to any 
responsible person to whom the addressee's ordinary mail 
is customarily delivered, and a receipt obtained therefor 
on the tag attached to the parcel. When an insured parcel 
is received without the insurance tag attached, the pre- 
scribed receipt should be obtained from the addressee 
on delivery, 
ei^t?"^^**'^ "" ^' ^ receipt signed by a person other than the ad- 
dressee must show the name of the addressee as well as 
that of the person signing it. A signature made by mark 
(X) must be attested by a reputable witness. 
Return re- 4. When a return receipt is desired by the sender of an 
insured parcel the postmaster at the mailing office shall 
stamp or write across the margin of the insurance tag the 
words "Return Receipt Desired," and the postmaster at 
the office of address shall obtain from the addressee a 
receipt and mail it to the sender. 

5. The liability for indemnity shall cease when deliv- 
ery has been effected. 
Forwirding. 6. When an insured parcel fails of delivery at the 
office to which addressed it may be forwarded in accord- 
ance with section 46 without the payment of an additional 
insurance fee. When the parcel is forwarded a duplicate 
of the tag receipt attached thereto shall be filled out show- 



ccipt. 
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ing the name of the office to which it is forwarded, and 
such duplicate shall be properly filed. 

7. The records of insured parcels must be preserved 
one year. 

8. When an insured parcel is lost or rifled and a claim 4^£j5jy_£ii j*^ 
for indemnity is made at the office of mailing, the sender "•*•' 

shall be required to file an affidavit showing the num- 
ber of the parcel, the name of office, the date of mail- 
ing, the name and address of the addressee, the con- 
tents of the parcel, its actual value, and to whom the in- 
surance should be paid. The postmaster shall certify on 
this form the record of his office as to the mailing of the ^^m*"** *' 
parcel and its declared actual value. The form shall 
be forwarded by the postmaster to the postmaster at the 
office of address, who shall certify thereon whether the 
parcel had been received and, if so, the disposition made 
of it. The addressee shall be require^ to make affidavit 
on the form that he has not received the parcel or reim- 
bursement therefor. 

9. When the addressee makes claim for indemnity, the tdtoM? *** *' 
postmaster at the office of address shall cause the claim- 
ant to make affidavit to the facts on the proper form and, 

after certifying thereto, shall forward it to the postmas- 
ter at the mailing office for completion. 

10. The form, when completed, shall be sent promptly 
to the Third Assistant Postmaster General for payment 
of the indemnity. 

11. No indemnity shall be paid unless a claim therefor ^'*^*®' **■•• 
is made within six months from the date the parcel was 

mailed. 

12. All complaints received at a post office regarding loMor^rfilif.* 
the loss or rifling of insured parcels must be reported 
immediately on Form 1510 to the Post Office Inspector in 

Charge of the division in which the office is located. 

REGISTRATION. 

Sec. 63. In view of the provision for the insurance of ^'Jjjjjj^^*** 
fourth class mail and the furnishing of receipts for such 
mail when insured, the necessity for registration is re- 
moved and therefore fourth class matter shall not be ad^ 
mitted to the registered mail. 
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COMPLAINTS OF LOSS, RIFLING, DELAYS, AND OTHER IRREGU- 
LARITIES. 

Sec. 64. Complaints of every character, except those 
mentioned in the following paragraph, regarding ordi- 
nary and insured parcels, should be reported to the 
Post Office Inspector in Charge of the division in which 
the office is located. 

2. Delays in transit and damage to parcels when mak- 
ing exchanges by railway postal clerks should be reported 
to the Division Superintendent of the Railway Mail 
Service. 
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Packing of 19-37 

When admitted to the mails 20 

Benzine unmailable 16 

Bacteriological specimens 36 

Bees 29 

Berries for local or rural delivery 34 

Birds prohibited 17 

Blood specimens 36 

Books !. 12 

Botanical specimens 7 

Bulbs, seeds, and cuttings 6, 7, 30 

Bulk notice for return of undeliverable parcels of obvious value 49 

Butter for local or rural delivery 34 

Candies . 31 

Canada, rate of postage : 7 

Canal Zone, rate of postage 7 

Canned goods 22 

Chickens : 

Dressed 34, 35 

Live, unmailable 17 

Classification of articles, Postmaster General authorized to change 4 

Complaints of loss, rifling, delays, or other irregularities 64 

Congressional committee to investigate general subject 6 

Cuba, rate of postage 7 

Cut flowers 7 

Cuttings, seeds, and bulbs 6,7,30 

Damaged parcels, complaints regarding 64 
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26 INDEX 

Sections. 

Dead animals prohibited 17 

Dead Letters, Division of: 

Damaged parcels sent to, from office of mailing 39 

Returns to 54-61 

Defamatory matter unmailable 16 

Delays, complaints of 64 

Destructive matter 16, 17 

Disposition of . 41 

Diphtheria specimens 36 

Disease germs prohibited 16 

Diseased tissues, when mailable 36 

Distinctive stamps 8 

Failure to use_i 9 

Double postage, when and when not to be charged 45 

Dressed fowls for local or rural delivery 34 

Dried reptiles 29 

Dried meats 35 

Dried plants ; 7 

Eggs 34 

Examination of parcels 11-14 

Explosives prohibited 16 

Fee for Insurance against loss 62 

Fictitious matter 59 

First-class matter, parcel post stamps not valid on 8 

Fish for local or rural delivery 34 

Flour, preparation for mailing 28 

Flowers, cut 7 

Forwarding of parcels 46 

Insured 62 

Misdirected 40 

Fourth class matter. (See Parcels.) 

Definition 1 

Rates of postage 3, 7 

Exceptions 3, 7 

Postmaster General, authority to change 4 

Pound rate 3,7 

Rural delivery 3, 7 

Fourth class offices: 

Bills used in making returns to Division of Dead Letters 58 

Undeliverable parcels at 56 

Fowls: 

Dressed, for local or rural delivery 34 

Live, unmailable 17 

Fragile articles ^ 33 

When admitted to mails 20 

Fresh meats 34, 35 

Free delivery offices, bills used in making returns to Division of Dead 

Letters 58 

Fruits for local or rural delivery 34 

Gasoline unmailable 16 

Germs, diseased, prohibited 16 

niass bottle containers 22 
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INDEX. 27 

Sections. 

Grain, samples of 7 

Hawaii : 

Parcels from 60 

Rate of postage 7 

Held for postage matter 38-45 

First, second, and third class matter with parcel post stamps afllxed 8 

Insufficiently prepaid matter 9,14 

Sent to Division of Dead Letters 39 

Hotel matter 59 

Illegibly addressed parcels : 38-45 

Immoral pun^oses, articles unmailable 16 

Indemnity for losses 5, 62 

Claims for, how made , 62 

Liability for, ceases when delivery is made ' 62 

Limit of time 62 

Infernal machines unmailable 16 

Inflammable materials prohibited 16 

Ink powders, preparation for mailing 27 

Insects and reptiles 16, 29 

Insufficiently prepaid matter 9, 14, 43 

Local delivery 38 

Not to be stopped in transit 42 

Insurance of parcels 5,62 

Complaints regarding 64 

Fee for 62 

Interstate Commerce Commission to be consulted 4 

Intoxicants prohibited 16 

Kerosene unmailable 16 

Knives, preparation for mailing 25 

I^rd for local or rural delivery 34 

I^w, parcel rK)st, effectice January 1, 1913 5 

I^wd matter unmailable 16 

Libelous matter unmailable 16 

Limit of weight and size of parcels : 15 

Matter exceeding — 

At office of address, to be delivered 43 

At office of mailing, to be sent to Division of Dead Letters 39 

Liquid cultures 36 

Liquids: 

Admissible to parcel post 20 

When proiKirly inclosed 22 

For local delivery 21 

Live animals prohibited 17 

Live insects 29 

Local delivery: 

Liquids or oils 21 

Parcels not to be returned to sender without another prepayment of 

postage 1 49 

Perishable articles for 34 

Kates of i>ostage 3.7 

I'npald and insufficiently prepaid matter 38 
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28 INDEX. 

Loss or rifling : Sections. 

Complaints of 64 

Reports of 62 

Mailing places 10 

Mail matter: 

Insufliciently prepaid 9, 14 

Local delivery 38 

Not to be stopped in transit 42 

Liable to injure or destroy — 

Delivery of 43 

Packing of 10-37 

Prohibited 10, IT 

Refused when not properly indorsed or packed 37 

Valuable 49 

ATatches unmailable . 16 

Meats : 

Fresh 34, 35 

Salted, dried, si^oked, or cured 35 

Medicines. , 19 

Merchandise samples, disposition of undeliverable 48 

Mexico, rate of postage 7 

Millinery 33 

Misdirected matter 38^5 

Forwarding of 40 

Sent to Division of Dead Letters 39 

Money found loose in the mails 61 

Musical instruments 33 

Mutilated matter sent to Division of Dead Letters 39 

>.'aphtha unmailable ^ 16 

Needles, preparation for mailing 25 

Nixies, treatment of, at terminal stations 51 

Nursery stock 30 

Obscene and scurrilous matter unmailable ^ 16 

Offensive matter unmailable 17 

Undeliverable 47 

Oils - 21, 22, 23 

Packing of articles liable to damage mail matter 19-37 

Panama, Republic of, rate of postage. 7 

Parcel post systei^: 

Joint committee to investigate 6 

Law — 

Effective January 1, 1913 5 

Repeal of conflicting laws 6 

Parcels : 

Classified before being sent to Division of Dead Letters 55 

Closed against inspection 12 

Containing more than one class of matter.-. 12-14 

Examination of, by postmasters , 11-14 

For local delivery, not to be returned to sender without another pre- 
payment of postage- 49 

Forwarding of 40, 46, 62 

Insufficiently prepaid 9, 14, 38, 42, 43 
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INDEX. 29 

Parcels — Continued. Sections. 

Insurance of 62 

Name and address of sender to be shown 11 

Packing of articles liable to damage malls 18-37 

Preparation for mailing 11 

Reclamation of. 56 

Sealed, admissible as fourth class matter only under certain condi- 
tions 12. 26, 32 

Undeliverable. (See Undellverable parcels.) 
Unmailable. (See Unmallable parcels.) 

Valuable, undeliverable 49, 50 

Where mailable 10 

Without address, to be numbered and description given 54 

Pastes, when admissible 22, 23 

Pepper, preparation for mailing 27 

Perishable matter 34, 47 

Permissible additions to packages 11 

Philippines : 

In the eighth zone 2,3 

Rate of postage 3,7 

Places of mailing 10 

Plants 30 

Poisons : 

Admitted under certain conditions 19 

Prohibited in parcel post mail 1 16 

Porto Rico, return of unmallable parcels 60 

Possessions of the United States 2,3,7 

Postage : 

Additional payment every time a parcel is forwarded 46 

Collection of deficient 9, 14, 38, 42, 43 

On parcels containing more than one class of matter 12,14 

Rates of, on fourth class matter 3,7 

Exceptions _ 3, 7 

Postmaster General authorized to change 4 

Pound rate 3, 7 

Rural delivery 3, 7 

When double rate is or is not to be charged 45 

Stamps found loose in the mails 61 

Postage due : 

Matter not to be stopped in transit 42 

Stamps 44,45 

Postal zones . 2 

Postmaster General authorized to change 1'. 4 

Rates of postage 3, 7 

Postmarking of parcels prior to making returns to Division of Dead 
Letters i 57 

Postmaster General authorized to : 

Change classification of articles, weight limit, rates of postage, etc— 4 

Readjust compensation of star-route and screen-wagon contractors- 5 
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30 INDEX. 

Sections. 
Postmasters directed to: 

Examine parcels when presented for mailing 12 

Refuse matter not properly indorsed or packed 37 

Retain duplicates of all lists and statements of parcels sent to Divi- 
sion of Dead Letters 54 

Poultry : 

Dressed 34, 35 

Live, unmailable 17 

Preparation of parcels for mailing . 11,19-37 

Presidential offices, undeliverable parcels at 56 

Prohibited matter ^ 16, 17 

Proprietary articles, original packages of 32 

Queen bees 29 

Rates of postage, fourth class matter 3, 7 

Exceptions 3, 7 

On parcels containing more than one class of matter 12, 14 

Postmaster General authorized to change 4 

Pound rate 3, 7 

Rural delivery 3, 7 

Star routes 10 

When double rate is and is not to be charged 45 

Receipt for insured parcel 62 

Reclamation of parcels 56 

Registered, parcels not to be 63 

Reports of: 

Losses or rifling of parcels 62 

Violation of law 13 

Republic of Panama, rate of postage 7 

Return cards 11 

Return postage, postmasters to affix proper stamps to each parcel 49 

Return receipts 62 

Rifling of parcels, complaints of 64 

Rural delivery: 

Perishable articles for 34 

Rates of postage 3, 7 

Salted or smoked meats 35 

Salves, when admissible . 22, 23 

Samples : 

In quantities , 24 

Of grain, vegetables, etc 7 

Of merchandise, disposition of undeliverable 48 

Screen-wagon contractors, readjustment of compensation 5 

Scurrilous matter, unmailable 16 

Sealed parcels, admissible only under certain conditions 12, 26, 32 

Second class matter, parcel post stamps not valid on S 

Seeds, cuttings, and bulbs 6, 7, 30 

Seeds inclosed in sealed envelopes 26 

Sender's : 

Name and address to be shown 11 

Receipt, insurance of parcel 62 

Shanghai, rate of postage 7 

Sharp instruments, preparation for mailing 25 
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INDEX. 31 

Sections. 

Short-paid parcels 9, 14 

Local delivery 38 

Not to be stopped in transit 42 

Shrubs 30 

Size: 

How measured 15 

Limit of 15 

Smoked or salted meats 35 

Snuff, preparation for mailing 27 

Soaps . • 31, 32 

Stamps, distinctive 8 

Failure to use 9 

Star routes: 

Collections on 10 

Ck)ntractors, readjustment of compensation 5 

Rate of postage 10 

Stations, numbered, postmasters to designate at which parcels are mail- 
able 10 

Third class matter. 

Parcel post stamps not valid on 8 

Postage on matter containing both third and fourth class mail 12 

Threatening matter unmallable 16 

Time limit in claims for indemnity for losses 62 

Tobacco in original packages 32 

Toys 33 

Trees 30 

Tubercular sputum 36 

Turpentine unmailable 16 

Typhoid specimens 36 

Unclaimed parcels not to be sent to Division of Dead Letters with unmail- 
able matter 54 

Undeliverable parcels: 

Advertisement of 56 

Postmarking before making returns to Division of Dead Letters 57 

Reason for nondelivery to be indorsed thereon 52 

Received at a terminal office 51 

Returns to Division of Dead Letters 55-61 

Treatment of 47 

Valuable 49, 50 

Units of area ^ 2 

Unmailable parcels 16, 54 

Reason for sending to Division of Dead Letters ^_ 54 

Returns to Division of Dead Letters 54 

Unpaid matter, local delivery of 38 

Valuable matter: 

Disposition of undeliverable—' 49, 50 

Found loose in the malls • 61 

Vegetables : 

For local or rural delivery 34 

Samples of ^. 7 
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32 INDEX. 

Sections. 

Vines 30 

Violations of law, reports of 13 

Weight, limit of 15 

Postmaster General authorized to change 4 

Wheat samples , 7 

Whisky prohibited 16 

Withdrawal of parcels at oflBce of address < 49 

Yeast cakes .- 31 

Zones, postal _ 2 

Postmaster General authorized to change \ 4 

Rates of postage 3,7 
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